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Between 1609 and 1879, the geographical, political, and ideological status of the Kingdom of Ryukyu
(modern Okinawa) was characterized by its ambiguity. It was subordinate to its larger neighbors, China and
Japan, yet an integral part of neither. A Japanese invasion force from Satsuma had conquered the kingdom in
1609, resulting in its partial incorporation into Tokugawa Japan's bakuhan state. Given Ryukyu's long-
standing ties with China and East Asian foreign relations following the rise of the Qing dynasty, however,
the bakufu maintained only an indirect link with Ryukyu from the mid-seventeenth century onward. Thus
Ryukyu was able to exist as a quasi-independent kingdom for more than two centuries-albeit amidst a
complex web of trade and diplomatic agreements involving the bakufu, Satsuma, Fujian, and Beijing. During
this time, Ryukyu's ambiguous position relative to China and Japan prompted its elites to fashion their own
visions of Ryukyuan identity. Created in a dialogic relationship to both a Chinese and Japanese Other, these
visions informed political programs intended to remake Ryukyu.

In this innovative and provocative study, Gregory Smits explores early-modern perceptions of Ryukyu and
their effect on its political culture and institutions. He describes the major historical circumstances that
informed early-modern discourses of Ryukyuan identity and examines the strategies used by leading
intellectual and political figures to fashion, promote, and implement their visions of Ryukyu.

Early-modern visions of Ryukyu were based on Confucianism, Buddhism, and other ideologies of the time.
Eventually one vision prevailed, becoming the theoretical basis of the early-modern state by the middle of
the eighteenth century. Employing elements of Confucianism, the scholar and government official Sai On
(1682-1761) argued that the kingdom's destiny lay primarily with Ryukyuans themselves and that moral
parity with Japan and China was within its grasp. Despite Satsuma's control over its diplomatic and
economic affairs, Sai envisioned Ryukyu as an ideal Confucian state with government and state rituals based
on the Chinese model. In examining Sai's thought and political program, this volume sheds new light on
Confucian praxis and, conversely, uncovers one variety of an East Asian "prenational" imagined
political/cultural community.
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From reader reviews:

Gilbert Albright:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing
for us to know everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or goal; it means that guide has
different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They are reading
whatever they consider because their hobby is actually reading a book. Why not the person who don't like
looking at a book? Sometime, person feel need book after they found difficult problem or perhaps exercise.
Well, probably you will require this Visions of Ryukyu: Identity and Ideology in Early-Modern Thought and
Politics.

Theresa Wilkins:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive now, people have do
something to make these survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and notice through
surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated that for a while is reading. Yeah, by
reading a guide your ability to survive improve then having chance to endure than other is high. To suit your
needs who want to start reading a new book, we give you this kind of Visions of Ryukyu: Identity and
Ideology in Early-Modern Thought and Politics book as starter and daily reading e-book. Why, because this
book is greater than just a book.

Ruby Pritchett:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their spare time with their family, or
their particular friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, about to beach, or
picnic inside the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to
fill your free time/ holiday? May be reading a book may be option to fill your totally free time/ holiday. The
first thing that you ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want to attempt look
for book, may be the reserve untitled Visions of Ryukyu: Identity and Ideology in Early-Modern Thought
and Politics can be very good book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Bonnie Thorp:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our information for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we would like. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year has
been exactly added. This guide Visions of Ryukyu: Identity and Ideology in Early-Modern Thought and
Politics was filled about science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your scientific disciplines
competence. Some people has different feel when they reading some sort of book. If you know how big
advantage of a book, you can feel enjoy to read a guide. In the modern era like now, many ways to get book
you wanted.
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