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In late nineteenth-century German academic circles, the term verstehen (literally, understanding, or
comprehension) came to be associated with the view that social phenomena must be understood from the
point of view of the social actor. Advocates of this approach were opposed by positivists who stressed the
unity of method between the social and natural sciences and an external, experimental, and quantitative
knowledge. Although modified over time, the dispute between positivists and antipositivists--nowadays
called naturalists and antinaturalists--has persisted and still defines many debates in the field of philosophy
of social sciences. In this volume, Michael Martin offers a critical appraisal of verstehen as a method of
verification and discovery as well as a necessary condition for understanding.

In its strongest forms, verstehen entails subjectively reliving the experience of the social actor or at least
rethinking his or her thoughts, while in its weaker forms it only involves reconstructing the rationale for
acting. Martin's opening chapter offers a reconsideration of the debate between the classical verstehen
theorists--Wilhelm Dilthey, Max Weber, R.G. Collingwood--and the positivists. Chapters 2 and 3 deal with
positivist critiques of verstehen as a method of social scientific verification and understanding. In the
subsequent chapters Martin considers contemporary varieties of the verstehen position and argues that they
like the classical positions, they conflict with the pluralistic nature of social science. Chapter 4 discusses
Peter Winch's and William Dray's variants of verstehen, while chapters 5 through 9 consider recent theorists-
-Karl Popper, Charles Taylor, Clifford Geertz--whose work can be characterized in verstehenist terms: In his
conclusion Martin defines the limitations of the classical and recent verstehen positions and proposes a
methodological pluralism in which verstehen is justified pragmatically in terms of the purposes and contexts
of inquiry. This volume is the only comprehensive and sustained critique of verstehen theory currently
available. It will be of interest to sociologists, philosophers, political scientists, and anthropologists.
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From reader reviews:

Gregory Mendoza:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Yep, you
can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to
take a stroll, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or read a book eligible Verstehen: The
Uses of Understanding in the Social Sciences? Maybe it is to be best activity for you. You already know
beside you can spend your time using your favorite's book, you can more intelligent than before. Do you
agree with their opinion or you have different opinion?

Carol Ratliff:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, brief story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not trying Verstehen: The Uses of
Understanding in the Social Sciences that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied by reading this
book. Reading addiction all over the world can be said as the means for people to know world better then
how they react to the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky man or
woman but for all of you who wants to end up being success person. So , for all you who want to start
reading through as your good habit, you may pick Verstehen: The Uses of Understanding in the Social
Sciences become your own starter.

Jose Williams:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book had been rare?
Why so many problem for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people
likes studying, not only science book but also novel and Verstehen: The Uses of Understanding in the Social
Sciences as well as others sources were given information for you. After you know how the truly amazing a
book, you feel wish to read more and more. Science publication was created for teacher or maybe students
especially. Those books are helping them to bring their knowledge. In some other case, beside science
publication, any other book likes Verstehen: The Uses of Understanding in the Social Sciences to make your
spare time much more colorful. Many types of book like this.

Mary Brott:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got learners? We believe that that problem
was given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. Therefore you
know that little person such as reading or as reading through become their hobby. You have to know that
reading is very important as well as book as to be the point. Book is important thing to provide you
knowledge, except your personal teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update about something by
book. A substantial number of sorts of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is niagra
Verstehen: The Uses of Understanding in the Social Sciences.
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