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Who was the Victorian patriarch, and what kind of father was he? In this richly documented study, Stephen
M. Frank presents the first account of nineteenth-century family life to focus on the role of fathers. Drawing
on letters, diaries, memoirs, and other primary sources, Frank explores what fathers thought about their
family responsibilities and how men behaved as parents.

His findings are often surprising. Beneath the stereotype of the starched Victorian patriarch, he discovers
fathers who were playful, demanding, uncertain of their authority, and deeply anxious about their children's
prospects in a rapidly changing society?men with strikingly modern attitudes toward parenthood. Focusing
on Northern, middle-class families, he also uncovers the social origins of the "family man" ideal and
explores how this standard of middle-class propriety found its way into practice.

Life with Father looks beyond the well-known nineteenth-century fascination with motherhood to discover a
social order that valued a "father's care" no less than a "mother's love" as a basis for stable family
relationships. This compelling social history engages readers with the story of how families in the past
struggled with economic and social changes that required fathers to reassess themselves as parents and as
men.
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From reader reviews:

Anthony Sierra:

Here thing why this particular Life with Father: Parenthood and Masculinity in the Nineteenth-Century
American North (Gender Relations in the American Experience) are different and trustworthy to be yours.
First of all looking at a book is good however it depends in the content than it which is the content is as
scrumptious as food or not. Life with Father: Parenthood and Masculinity in the Nineteenth-Century
American North (Gender Relations in the American Experience) giving you information deeper and in
different ways, you can find any guide out there but there is no guide that similar with Life with Father:
Parenthood and Masculinity in the Nineteenth-Century American North (Gender Relations in the American
Experience). It gives you thrill reading through journey, its open up your own eyes about the thing this
happened in the world which is might be can be happened around you. It is possible to bring everywhere like
in park, café, or even in your technique home by train. Should you be having difficulties in bringing the
paper book maybe the form of Life with Father: Parenthood and Masculinity in the Nineteenth-Century
American North (Gender Relations in the American Experience) in e-book can be your substitute.

Teresa Jones:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try thing that really opposite
from that. A single activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you have been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love Life with Father: Parenthood and
Masculinity in the Nineteenth-Century American North (Gender Relations in the American Experience), you
may enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still would like to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is
it? Oh can occur its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't have it, oh come on its known as reading friends.

Steve Bennett:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray a person, why because this Life with Father: Parenthood and
Masculinity in the Nineteenth-Century American North (Gender Relations in the American Experience)
guide written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book that can be understand by
anyone who also read the book. Written in good manner for you, leaking every ideas and producing skill
only for eliminate your current hunger then you still uncertainty Life with Father: Parenthood and
Masculinity in the Nineteenth-Century American North (Gender Relations in the American Experience) as
good book not simply by the cover but also by content. This is one guide that can break don't evaluate book
by its deal with, so do you still needing an additional sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh come on your
examining sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to another sixth sense.

Patricia Koop:

That book can make you to feel relax. This kind of book Life with Father: Parenthood and Masculinity in the



Nineteenth-Century American North (Gender Relations in the American Experience) was colorful and of
course has pictures on the website. As we know that book Life with Father: Parenthood and Masculinity in
the Nineteenth-Century American North (Gender Relations in the American Experience) has many kinds or
style. Start from kids until young adults. For example Naruto or Investigation company Conan you can read
and believe that you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all of book are generally make you bored,
any it offers up you feel happy, fun and loosen up. Try to choose the best book for you personally and try to
like reading which.
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