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Should laws about sex and pornography be based on social conventions about what is disgusting? Should
felons be required to display bumper stickers or wear T-shirts that announce their crimes? This powerful and
elegantly written book, by one of America's most influential philosophers, presents a critique of the role that
shame and disgust play in our individual and social lives and, in particular, in the law.

Martha Nussbaum argues that we should be wary of these emotions because they are associated in troubling
ways with a desire to hide from our humanity, embodying an unrealistic and sometimes pathological wish to
be invulnerable. Nussbaum argues that the thought-content of disgust embodies "magical ideas of
contamination, and impossible aspirations to purity that are just not in line with human life as we know it."
She argues that disgust should never be the basis for criminalizing an act, or play either the aggravating or
the mitigating role in criminal law it currently does. She writes that we should be similarly suspicious of
what she calls "primitive shame," a shame "at the very fact of human imperfection," and she is harshly
critical of the role that such shame plays in certain punishments.

Drawing on an extraordinarily rich variety of philosophical, psychological, and historical references--from
Aristotle and Freud to Nazi ideas about purity--and on legal examples as diverse as the trials of Oscar Wilde
and the Martha Stewart insider trading case, this is a major work of legal and moral philosophy.
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From reader reviews:

George Walker:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Yep, you can
choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time to take
a stroll, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book titled Hiding from
Humanity: Disgust, Shame, and the Law? Maybe it is to get best activity for you. You understand beside you
can spend your time together with your favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you agree with its
opinion or you have other opinion?

Joey Mendoza:

The book Hiding from Humanity: Disgust, Shame, and the Law can give more knowledge and also the
precise product information about everything you want. So just why must we leave the good thing like a
book Hiding from Humanity: Disgust, Shame, and the Law? A number of you have a different opinion about
e-book. But one aim that book can give many info for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer
with your book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, you can give for each other; it is possible to share
all of these. Book Hiding from Humanity: Disgust, Shame, and the Law has simple shape nevertheless, you
know: it has great and large function for you. You can appear the enormous world by start and read a guide.
So it is very wonderful.

Michael Johnson:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything we want. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year was
exactly added. This book Hiding from Humanity: Disgust, Shame, and the Law was filled about science.
Spend your time to add your knowledge about your technology competence. Some people has different feel
when they reading any book. If you know how big good thing about a book, you can feel enjoy to read a
publication. In the modern era like currently, many ways to get book that you simply wanted.

Reta Zimmer:

As a pupil exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library as well as
to make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's heart
or real their passion. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to the library. They go to presently there
but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring and can't see
colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important for you. As we know that on
this era, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore , this Hiding from Humanity: Disgust, Shame, and the Law can make you sense more
interested to read.
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