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History comes alive in this textured account of the rivalry between Harry Houdini and the so-called
Witch of Lime Street, whose iconic lives intersected at a time when science was on the verge of
embracing the paranormal.

The 1920s are famous as the golden age of jazz and glamour, but it was also an era of fevered yearning for
communion with the spirit world, after the loss of tens of millions in the First World War and the Spanish-flu
epidemic. A desperate search for reunion with dead loved ones precipitated a tidal wave of self-proclaimed
psychics—and, as reputable media sought stories on occult phenomena, mediums became celebrities.

Against this backdrop, in 1924, the pretty wife of a distinguished Boston surgeon came to embody the raging
national debate over Spiritualism, a movement devoted to communication with the dead. Reporters dubbed
her the blonde Witch of Lime Street, but she was known to her followers simply as Margery. Her most vocal
advocate was none other than Sherlock Holmes' creator Sir Arthur Conan Doyle, who believed so thoroughly
in Margery's powers that he urged her to enter a controversial contest, sponsored by Scientific American and
offering a large cash prize to the first medium declared authentic by its impressive five-man investigative
committee.  Admired for both her exceptional charm and her dazzling effects, Margery was the best hope for
the psychic practice to be empirically verified.  Her supernatural gifts beguiled four of the judges. There was
only one left to convince...the acclaimed escape artist, Harry Houdini.

David Jaher's extraordinary debut culminates in the showdown between Houdini, a relentless unmasker of
charlatans, and Margery, the nation's most credible spirit medium. The Witch of Lime Street, the first book to
capture their electric public rivalry and the competition that brought them into each other’s orbit, returns us
to an oft-mythologized era to deepen our understanding of its history, all while igniting our imagination and
engaging with the timeless question: Is there life after death?

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

John Krumm:

Here thing why that The Witch of Lime Street: Séance, Seduction, and Houdini in the Spirit World are
different and trusted to be yours. First of all reading a book is good nevertheless it depends in the content of
it which is the content is as yummy as food or not. The Witch of Lime Street: Séance, Seduction, and
Houdini in the Spirit World giving you information deeper since different ways, you can find any guide out
there but there is no book that similar with The Witch of Lime Street: Séance, Seduction, and Houdini in the
Spirit World. It gives you thrill reading journey, its open up your own eyes about the thing that happened in
the world which is maybe can be happened around you. You can actually bring everywhere like in
playground, café, or even in your method home by train. When you are having difficulties in bringing the
printed book maybe the form of The Witch of Lime Street: Séance, Seduction, and Houdini in the Spirit
World in e-book can be your option.

Enrique Flora:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray an individual, why because this The Witch of Lime Street: Séance,
Seduction, and Houdini in the Spirit World e-book written by well-known writer we are excited for well how
to make book that could be understand by anyone who all read the book. Written within good manner for
you, dripping every ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your current hunger then you still doubt The
Witch of Lime Street: Séance, Seduction, and Houdini in the Spirit World as good book but not only by the
cover but also with the content. This is one guide that can break don't assess book by its protect, so do you
still needing one more sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense already told you so
why you have to listening to a different sixth sense.

Mellisa Holden:

Reading a book to be new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to go through a book. When you
go through a book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your
knowledge, simply because book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on
what types of book that you have read. In order to get information about your research, you can read
education books, but if you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics,
along with soon. The The Witch of Lime Street: Séance, Seduction, and Houdini in the Spirit World will
give you new experience in examining a book.

Kent Moore:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got college students? We believe that that
problem was given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. And
you know that little person such as reading or as reading become their hobby. You must know that reading is
very important in addition to book as to be the point. Book is important thing to add you knowledge, except



your teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update with regards to something by book. Different
categories of books that can you take to be your object. One of them are these claims The Witch of Lime
Street: Séance, Seduction, and Houdini in the Spirit World.
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