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Eugéne Francois Vidocq (1775-1857) was a French criminal who became the founder and first director of
the crime-detection Slreté Nationale as well as the head of the first known private detective agency. Vidocq
iswidely regarded as the father of modern criminology and of the French police department. Heis also
considered to be the first private detective. Vidocq's successes as an investigator inspired many Victorian
authors who borrowed his brilliance to embody their fictional heroes.

The character of Sherlock Holmesis very much based on Vidocq; so are both Jean Valjean and Inspector
Javert in Les Miserables. Dickens mentions Vidocq in Great Expectations;, Melville cites him in Moby Dick;
and Poe refers to Vidocg's methods in Murders in the Rue Morgue.

Asaplayer in the criminal underworld, Vidocq was a master of disguises and an accomplished thief,
eventually turning his unlawful talents toward catching criminals as the first chief of secret police. Playing
both sides of the law, Vidocq's life highlights the blurry line between law enforcement and the criminals
they pursue. He has a knack for finding trouble throughout his topsy-turvy life, getting into one hot situation
after another, often finding himself behind bars, only to escape the first chance he gets.

In December 1828, Vidocq published his Memoirs, with the help of some ghostwriters. The work became a
bestseller and sold over 50,000 copiesin the first year. His book takes the reader on awhirlwind tour of
1830s France, including the circus stage, pirate ships, prison cells and beautiful women’s boudoirs. Vidocq's
life story is unforgettable and includes some of the best crime stories and juicy tales ever written.

Out of print for many years, this newly revised edition of the M emoir s features a dynamic trandlation that
brings this captivating autobiography to life for modern readers.

"He preferred the tumultuous life of danger to the contentment of security. His story is one long
swashbuckling adventure as he breaks out of jails, pursues actresses, duels to the death, raids the hells of
criminals and stalks the Paris night in a thousand disguises." (Philip John Stead, Vidocq: Picaroon of
Crime)
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From reader reviews:
David Anthony:

The reason why? Because this The Memoirs of Detective Vidocg: Convict, Spy and Principal Agent of the
French Police is an unordinary book that the inside of the book waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it
will distress you with the secret that inside. Reading this book close to it was fantastic author who all write
the book in such awesome way makes the content inside of easier to understand, entertaining way but still
convey the meaning totally. So , it isgood for you for not hesitating having this anymore or you going to
regret it. This phenomenal book will give you alot of gains than the other book have such as help improving
your proficiency and your critical thinking approach. So , still want to delay having that book? If | had been
you | will go to the e-book store hurriedly.

Molly Cooper:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, short story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not hoping The Memoirs of Detective
Vidocq: Convict, Spy and Principal Agent of the French Police that give your entertainment preference will
be satisfied through reading this book. Reading routine al over the world can be said as the opportunity for
people to know world considerably better then how they react to the world. It can't be claimed constantly that
reading behavior only for the geeky man but for all of you who wants to possibly be success person. So , for
every you who want to start reading as your good habit, you are able to pick The Memoirs of Detective
Vidocg: Convict, Spy and Principal Agent of the French Police become your personal starter.

Peggy Hardman:

The book untitled The Memoirs of Detective Vidocq: Convict, Spy and Principal Agent of the French Police
contain alot of information on that. The writer explains your girlfriend idea with easy technique. The
language is very clear to see all the people, so do not necessarily worry, you can easy to read the item. The
book was written by famous author. The author gives you in the new age of literary works. Y ou can easily
read this book because you can continue reading your smart phone, or device, so you can read the book in
anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can open up their official web-site in addition to
order it. Have a nice go through.

Maria Couch:

Beside this specific The Memoirs of Detective Vidocqg: Convict, Spy and Principal Agent of the French
Police in your phone, it could give you away to get closer to the new knowledge or data. The information
and the knowledge you may got here is fresh from oven so don't end up being worry if you fedl like an older
people live in narrow village. It is good thing to have The Memoirs of Detective Vidocq: Convict, Spy and
Principal Agent of the French Police because this book offers to you personally readable information. Do
you oftentimes have book but you rarely get what it's interesting features of. Oh come on, that will not end



up to happen if you have this in the hand. The Enjoyable agreement here cannot be questionable, including
treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss that? Find this book in addition to read it from today!
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