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Written by one of the most prolific scholars of the early Abbasid era, The Excellence of the Arabs is a
spirited defense of Arab identity—its merits, values, and origins—at a time of political unrest and
fragmentation.  

In the cosmopolitan milieu of Baghdad, the social prestige attached to claims of Arab tribal affiliation had
begun to decline. Anxious to uphold the elite status of Arabs and their superior heritage in the face of change
and uncertainty, Ibn Qutaybah (213-76 H/828-89 AD) expresses contempt for the Shu'ubiyyah movement
that belittled Arabness and vaunted the glories of Persian heritage and culture. 

The Excellence of the Arabs has two parts. The first, Arab Preeminence, accuses partisans of the Shu'ubiyyah
movement of blasphemous envy, and takes the form of an extended argument for Arab privilege. The
second, The Excellence of Arab Learning, describes fields of knowledge in which Ibn Qutaybah believed
pre-Islamic Arabians excelled, such as astronomy, divination, horse husbandry, and poetry. And by
incorporating extensive excerpts from the poetic heritage—“the archive of the Arabs”—Ibn Qutaybah aims
to demonstrate that poetry is itself sufficient corroboration of Arab superiority. 

Eloquent and forceful, The Excellence of the Arabs addresses one of the central questions at a time of great
social flux: what did it mean to be Arab at the dawn of classical Muslim civilization?    
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From reader reviews:

Troy Jones:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their
family, or their friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic
from the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something different
to fill your own free time/ holiday? May be reading a book might be option to fill your cost-free time/
holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to try out
look for book, may be the reserve untitled The Excellence of the Arabs (Library of Arabic Literature) can be
very good book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.

Richard Hund:

Beside this particular The Excellence of the Arabs (Library of Arabic Literature) in your phone, it could
possibly give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge you
may got here is fresh from your oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an outdated people live in
narrow village. It is good thing to have The Excellence of the Arabs (Library of Arabic Literature) because
this book offers to you personally readable information. Do you occasionally have book but you do not get
what it's interesting features of. Oh come on, that would not happen if you have this with your hand. The
Enjoyable option here cannot be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want
to miss that? Find this book along with read it from today!

Donna Vandyne:

You will get this The Excellence of the Arabs (Library of Arabic Literature) by look at the bookstore or
Mall. Just simply viewing or reviewing it could possibly to be your solve problem if you get difficulties on
your knowledge. Kinds of this reserve are various. Not only by means of written or printed but additionally
can you enjoy this book by simply e-book. In the modern era just like now, you just looking of your mobile
phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your personal ways to get more information
about your guide. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still upgrade. Let's try
to choose proper ways for you.

Kristen Wright:

Guide is one of source of expertise. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but native or
citizen have to have book to know the upgrade information of year to year. As we know those books have
many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world. With the book The
Excellence of the Arabs (Library of Arabic Literature) we can acquire more advantage. Don't someone to be
creative people? To get creative person must love to read a book. Just simply choose the best book that
suitable with your aim. Don't become doubt to change your life with that book The Excellence of the Arabs
(Library of Arabic Literature). You can more inviting than now.
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