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  The Book of Firsts is an entertaining, enlightening, and highly browsable tour of the major innovations of
the past twenty centuries and how they shaped our world.

Peter D’Epiro makes this handy overview of human history both fun and thought-provoking with his survey
of the major “firsts”—inventions, discoveries, political and military upheavals, artistic and scientific
breakthroughs, religious controversies, and catastrophic events—of the last two thousand years. Who was the
first to use gunpowder? Invent paper? Sack the city of Rome? Write a sonnet? What was the first university?
The first astronomical telescope? The first great novel? The first Impressionist painting? The Book of Firsts
explores these questions and many more, from the earliest surviving cookbook (featuring parboiled
flamingo) and the origin of chess (sixth-century India) to the first civil service exam (China in 606 AD) and
the first tell-all memoir about scandalous royals (Byzantine Emperor Justinian and Empress Theodora). In
the form of 150 brief, witty, erudite, and information-packed essays, The Book of Firsts is ideal for anyone
interested in an enjoyable way to acquire a deeper understanding of history and the fascinating personalities
who forged it.
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From reader reviews:

Tamera Duckett:

The book The Book of Firsts: 150 World-Changing People and Events from Caesar Augustus to the Internet
make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You can use to make your capable more increase. Book can for
being your best friend when you getting strain or having big problem with the subject. If you can make
reading a book The Book of Firsts: 150 World-Changing People and Events from Caesar Augustus to the
Internet for being your habit, you can get far more advantages, like add your current capable, increase your
knowledge about several or all subjects. You can know everything if you like available and read a guide The
Book of Firsts: 150 World-Changing People and Events from Caesar Augustus to the Internet. Kinds of book
are a lot of. It means that, science guide or encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you think about this
reserve?

Christopher Hunnicutt:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students as they are still students or it for all people in the world,
the actual best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that query above. Every person has several
personality and hobby per other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that they don't wish do that.
You must know how great along with important the book The Book of Firsts: 150 World-Changing People
and Events from Caesar Augustus to the Internet. All type of book would you see on many methods. You can
look for the internet sources or other social media.

Bernice Cofield:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive at this point,
people have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and
notice simply by surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated that for a while is
reading. Sure, by reading a reserve your ability to survive enhance then having chance to stay than other is
high. To suit your needs who want to start reading the book, we give you this kind of The Book of Firsts:
150 World-Changing People and Events from Caesar Augustus to the Internet book as starter and daily
reading guide. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Michael Clements:

The reason? Because this The Book of Firsts: 150 World-Changing People and Events from Caesar Augustus
to the Internet is an unordinary book that the inside of the publication waiting for you to snap it but latter it
will distress you with the secret the idea inside. Reading this book next to it was fantastic author who all
write the book in such incredible way makes the content inside of easier to understand, entertaining
technique but still convey the meaning entirely. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this ever
again or you going to regret it. This book will give you a lot of gains than the other book have such as help
improving your expertise and your critical thinking method. So , still want to delay having that book? If I



were you I will go to the reserve store hurriedly.
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