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Icons of surrealism such as the Lobster Telephone and Mae West Lips sofa would not exist if it weren't for
Edward James. Born into fabulous wealth his father was a scion of the Phelps-Dodge dynasty, his mother a
beautiful socialite said to be the daughter of King Edward VII James amassed one of the finest collections of
surrealist art and was the major benefactor of Salvador Dal , Leonora Carrington, and Rene Magritte. He
lavished his fortune on an ostentatious lifestyle and landmark artistic ventures such as Dal 's Dream of Venus
pavilion at the 1939 World's Fair and a series of spectacular Balanchine ballets for his wife, the exotic
Viennese dancer Tilly Losch.

Turning his back on the strictures of England, a faltering career as a poet, and his failed marriage, James
followed the movable feast around Europe and then headed for America and 1940s Los Angeles, where he
was a member of the colony of artists and writers that included Man Ray, Isamu Noguchi, and Christopher
Isherwood. But it was ultimately in Mexico that he felt at home and became an artist in his own right,
creating the remarkable Las Pozas, in the remote town of Xilitla, an area abounding in waterfalls and wild
orchids. Working with local Otomi Indians, he sculpted the jungle, illuminated the forest, and built parapets
in the sky. Award-winning biographer Margaret Hooks tells the bizarre, often tragic tale of his life and the
creation of his surreal masterpiece, captured exquisitely in photographs by Sally Mann, Michael Schuyt,
Lourdes Almeida, and others.
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From reader reviews:

Joshua Rodrigue:

In other case, little men and women like to read book Surreal Eden: Edward James and Las Pozas. You can
choose the best book if you want reading a book. So long as we know about how is important some sort of
book Surreal Eden: Edward James and Las Pozas. You can add know-how and of course you can around the
world with a book. Absolutely right, mainly because from book you can recognize everything! From your
country until eventually foreign or abroad you will find yourself known. About simple matter until
wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era, you can open a book or even searching by internet
unit. It is called e-book. You can utilize it when you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's learn.

Gale Kizer:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be update about what going on or data even
knowledge to make these keep up with the era that is always change and advance. Some of you maybe can
update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems coming to a
person is you don't know which one you should start with. This Surreal Eden: Edward James and Las Pozas
is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what you want and
want in this era.

Clyde Harlan:

It is possible to spend your free time to see this book this reserve. This Surreal Eden: Edward James and Las
Pozas is simple to bring you can read it in the area, in the beach, train in addition to soon. If you did not have
got much space to bring typically the printed book, you can buy the particular e-book. It is make you simpler
to read it. You can save the actual book in your smart phone. Consequently there are a lot of benefits that you
will get when one buys this book.

Mary Perez:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information from a
book. Book is composed or printed or created from each source which filled update of news. With this
modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media social similar to
newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic. You can add your
knowledge by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just seeking the
Surreal Eden: Edward James and Las Pozas when you required it?
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