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In Disciplining Satistics Libby Schweber compares the science of population statistics in England and
France during the nineteenth century, demonstrating radical differencesin the interpretation and use of
statistical knowledge. Through a comparison of vital statistics and demography, Schweber describes how the
English government embraced statistics, using probabilistic interpretations of statistical datato analyze
issues related to poverty and public health. The French were far less enthusiastic. Political and scientific
élitesin France struggled with the “reality” of statistical populations, wrestling with concerns about the
accuracy of figures that aggregated heterogeneous groups such as the rich and poor and rejecting
probabilistic interpretations.

Tracing the introduction and promotion of vital statistics and demography, Schweber identifies the
ingtitutional conditions that account for the contrasting styles of reasoning. She shows that the different
reactions to statistics stemmed from different criteria for what counted as scientific knowledge. The French
wanted certain knowledge, a one-to-one correspondence between observations and numbers. The English
adopted an instrumental approach, using the numbers to influence public opinion and evaluate and justify
legislation.

Schweber recounts numerous attempts by vital statisticians and demographers to have their work recognized
as legitimate scientific pursuits. While the British scientists had greater access to government policy makers,
and were able to influence policy in away that their French counterparts were not, ultimately neither the vital
statisticians nor the demographers were able to institutionalize their endeavors. By 1885, both fields had
been superseded by new forms of knowledge. Disciplining Statistics highlights how the development of
“scientific” knowledge was shaped by interrelated epistemological, political, and institutional considerations.
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From reader reviews:
Timothy King:

What do you think about book? It isjust for students since they are still students or theideafor all peoplein
the world, exactly what the best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that query above. Every
person has distinct personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they
don't want do that. Y ou must know how great as well asimportant the book Disciplining Statistics:
Demography and Vital Statistics in France and England, 1830-1885 (Politics, History, and Culture). All type
of book can you see on many resources. Y ou can look for the internet solutions or other social media.

Bobbie Flores:

Reading a book tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With examining you can get alot of
information that may give you benefit in your life. Using book everyonein thisworld can easily share their
idea. Guides can aso inspire alot of people. Many author can inspire their particular reader with their story
or even their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the textbooks. But also they write about the
ability about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your sons or
daughters, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on this planet always try to
improve their expertise in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write with their book. One
of them is this Disciplining Statistics: Demography and Vital Statistics in France and England, 1830-1885
(Palitics, History, and Culture).

Diane Lomas;

Many people spending their moment by playing outside having friends, fun activity together with family or
just watching TV the entire day. Y ou can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by reading a book. Ugh,
you think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It fine you can
have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like Disciplining Statistics:
Demography and Vital Statisticsin France and England, 1830-1885 (Palitics, History, and Culture) whichis
keeping the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's see.

Manda Perez:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you may have
it in e-book way, more simple and reachable. Thiskind of Disciplining Statistics: Demography and Vital
Statistics in France and England, 18301885 (Palitics, History, and Culture) can give you alot of good
friends because by you taking alook at this one book you have point that they don't and make anyone more
like an interesting person. That book can be one of one step for you to get success. This e-book offer you
information that probably your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more than different make you to be
great individuals. So , why hesitate? We should have Disciplining Statistics: Demography and Vital Statistics
in France and England, 1830-1885 (Palitics, History, and Culture).
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