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The Absence of Grace is a study of male fantasy, representation anxiety, and narratorial authority in two
sixteenth-century books, Baldassare Castiglione's Il libro del Cortegiano (1528) and Giovanni Della Casa's
Galateo (1558). The interpretive method is a form of close reading the author describes as reconstructed old
New Criticism, that is, close reading conditioned by an interest in and analysis of the historical changes
reflected in the text. The book focuses on the way the Courtier and Galateo cope with and represent the
interaction between changes of elite culture and the changing construction of masculine identity in early
modern Europe. More specifically, it connects questions of male fantasy and masculine identity to questions
about the authority and reliability of narrators, and shows how these questions surface in narratorial attitudes
toward socioeconomic rank or class, political power, and gender.

The book is in three parts. Part One examines a distinction and correlation the Courtier establishes between
two key terms, (1) sprezzatura, defined as a behavioral skill intended to simulate the attributes of (2) grazia,
understood as the grace and privileges of noble birth. Because sprezzatura is negatively conceptualized as
the absence of grace it generates anxiety and suspicion in performers and observers alike. In order to suggest
how the binary opposition between these terms affected the discourse of manners, the author singles out the
titular episode of Galateo, an anecdote about table manners, which he reads closely and then sets in its
historical perspective. Part Two takes up the question of sprezzatura in the gender debate that develops in
Book 3 of the Courtier, and Part Three explores in detail the characterization of the two narrators in the
Courtier and Galateo, who are represented as unreliable and an object of parody or critique.
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From reader reviews:

Kathy Hunnicutt:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important take action,
like looking for your favorite guide and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add
your knowledge by the publication entitled The Absence of Grace: Sprezzatura and Suspicion in Two
Renaissance Courtesy Books. Try to the actual book The Absence of Grace: Sprezzatura and Suspicion in
Two Renaissance Courtesy Books as your pal. It means that it can for being your friend when you experience
alone and beside that course make you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you. The book
makes you far more confidence because you can know almost everything by the book. So , let's make new
experience along with knowledge with this book.

Melinda Kendall:

With other case, little individuals like to read book The Absence of Grace: Sprezzatura and Suspicion in Two
Renaissance Courtesy Books. You can choose the best book if you love reading a book. So long as we know
about how is important some sort of book The Absence of Grace: Sprezzatura and Suspicion in Two
Renaissance Courtesy Books. You can add understanding and of course you can around the world by the
book. Absolutely right, since from book you can realize everything! From your country until foreign or
abroad you will be known. About simple issue until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era,
we could open a book or maybe searching by internet device. It is called e-book. You can utilize it when you
feel bored to go to the library. Let's learn.

Carrie Porter:

Here thing why that The Absence of Grace: Sprezzatura and Suspicion in Two Renaissance Courtesy Books
are different and trusted to be yours. First of all reading through a book is good but it really depends in the
content from it which is the content is as delightful as food or not. The Absence of Grace: Sprezzatura and
Suspicion in Two Renaissance Courtesy Books giving you information deeper and in different ways, you can
find any book out there but there is no guide that similar with The Absence of Grace: Sprezzatura and
Suspicion in Two Renaissance Courtesy Books. It gives you thrill reading journey, its open up your eyes
about the thing that will happened in the world which is maybe can be happened around you. It is easy to
bring everywhere like in park your car, café, or even in your method home by train. If you are having
difficulties in bringing the published book maybe the form of The Absence of Grace: Sprezzatura and
Suspicion in Two Renaissance Courtesy Books in e-book can be your alternative.

Linda Hill:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always aim to and must have the time or they will get large
amount of stress from both daily life and work. So , when we ask do people have spare time, we will say
absolutely indeed. People is human not only a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity do you



have when the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then
do you try this one, reading publications. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time,
typically the book you have read is usually The Absence of Grace: Sprezzatura and Suspicion in Two
Renaissance Courtesy Books.
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