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In the Progressive Era of American history, the state of Wisconsin gained national attention for itsinnovative
economic and political reforms. Amidst this ferment, the “Wisconsin Idea’ was popularized—the idea that a
public university should improve the lives of people beyond the borders of its campus. Governor Robert La
Follette routinely consulted with University of Wisconsin researchers to devise groundbreaking programs
and legidation. Although the Wisconsin Ideais often attributed to a 1904 speech by Charles Van Hise,
president of the University of Wisconsin, David Hoeveler argues that it originated decades earlier, in the
creative and fertile mind of John Bascom.

A philosopher, theologian, and sociologist, Bascom deeply influenced a generation of students at the
University of Wisconsin, including La Follette and VVan Hise. Hoeveler documents how Bascom drew
concepts from German idealism, liberal Protestantism, and evolutionary theory, transforming them into
advocacy for socia and political reform. He was a champion of temperance, women'’ s rights, and labor, all of
which brought him controversy as president of the university from 1874 to 1887. In away unmatched by any
leader of amajor American university in histime, Bascom outlined a social gospel that called for an
expanded role for state governments and universities as agencies of moral improvement.

Hoeveler traces the intellectual history of the Wisconsin Idea from the nineteenth century to such
influential Progressive Erathinkers as Richard T. Ely and John R. Commons, who believed university
researchers should be a vital source of expertise for government and citizens.
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From reader reviews:
ThomasBarreto:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have alot more or little spare time? Y eah, you
can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to take a
wander, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or read a book called John Bascom and
the Origins of the Wisconsin Idea? Maybe it is to become best activity for you. Y ou realize beside you can
spend your time together with your favorite's book, you can better than before. Do you agree with it is
opinion or you have some other opinion?

Norman Brown:

This book untitled John Bascom and the Origins of the Wisconsin Ideato be one of several booksin which
best seller in this year, that is because when you read this book you can get alot of benefit onto it. Y ou will
easily to buy that book in the book retail store or you can order it through online. The publisher with this
book sells the e-book too. It makes you quickly to read this book, since you can read this book in your Cell
phone. So there is no reason for you to past this e-book from your list.

Andrew Leavens:

The particular book John Bascom and the Origins of the Wisconsin Ideawill bring someone to the new
experience of reading a book. The author style to explain the ideais very unigue. In the event you try to find
new book to read, this book very appropriate to you. The book John Bascom and the Origins of the
Wisconsin Ideais much recommended to you to read. Y ou can also get the e-book through the official web
site, so you can quicker to read the book.

JamesVoyles:

In this period of time globalization it isimportant to someone to receive information. The information will
make professionals understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information
simpler to share. You can find alot of referrals to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and
soon. Y ou can observe that now, alot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. The particular book
that recommended for you is John Bascom and the Origins of the Wisconsin Idea this reserve consist alot of
the information on the condition of this world now. That book was represented how does the world has
grown up. The vocabulary stylesthat writer require to explain it is easy to understand. Often the writer made
some analysis when he makes this book. Thisiswhy this book suitable all of you.
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