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Arguing that the ultimate resource is the human imagination coupled to the human spirit, Julian Simon led a
vigorous challenge to conventional beliefs about scarcity of energy and natural resources, pollution of the
environment, the effects of immigration, and the "perils of overpopulation." The comprehensive data, careful
quantitative research, and economic logic contained in the first edition of The Ultimate Resource questioned
widely held professional judgments about the threat of overpopulation, and Simon's celebrated bet with Paul
Ehrlich about resource prices in the 1980s enhanced the public attention--both pro and con--that greeted this
controversial book.

Now Princeton University Press presents a revised and expanded edition of The Ultimate Resource. The new
volume is thoroughly updated and provides a concise theory for the observed trends: Population growth and
increased income put pressure on supplies of resources. This increases prices, which provides opportunity
and incentive for innovation. Eventually the innovative responses are so successful that prices end up below
what they were before the shortages occurred. The book also tackles timely issues such as the supposed rate
of species extinction, the "vanishing farmland crisis," and the wastefulness of coercive recycling.

In Simon's view, the key factor in natural and world economic growth is our capacity for the creation of new
ideas and contributions to knowledge. The more people alive who can be trained to help solve the problems
that confront us, the faster we can remove obstacles, and the greater the economic inheritance we shall
bequeath to our descendants. In conjunction with the size of the educated population, the key constraint on
human progress is the nature of the economic-political system: talented people need economic freedom and
security to bring their talents to fruition.
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From reader reviews:

Marilyn Apperson:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you, why because this The Ultimate Resource 2 reserve written by
well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book that may be understand by anyone who all read
the book. Written throughout good manner for you, dripping every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate
your own hunger then you still question The Ultimate Resource 2 as good book not merely by the cover but
also from the content. This is one reserve that can break don't ascertain book by its cover, so do you still
needing an additional sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense already said so why
you have to listening to one more sixth sense.

Rolanda Parker:

It is possible to spend your free time to study this book this publication. This The Ultimate Resource 2 is
simple to create you can read it in the park, in the beach, train as well as soon. If you did not possess much
space to bring the actual printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It is make you better to read it. You can
save the particular book in your smart phone. Therefore there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you
buy this book.

David Gehrke:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside having friends, fun activity along with family or
just watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by looking at a
book. Ugh, think reading a book will surely hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It all right
you can have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like The Ultimate Resource 2
which is obtaining the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's observe.

Nicholas Tapia:

Is it you actually who having spare time in that case spend it whole day simply by watching television
programs or just resting on the bed? Do you need something new? This The Ultimate Resource 2 can be the
solution, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are and so out of date, spending your time by reading
in this completely new era is common not a geek activity. So what these books have than the others?
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