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Though set in other worlds populated by alien beings, science fiction is a site where humans can critique and
re-imagine the paradigms that shape this world, from fundamentals such as the sex and gender of the body to
global power relations among sexes, races, and nations. Feminist thinkers and writers are increasingly
recognizing science fiction's potential to shatter patriarchal and heterosexual norms, while the creators of
science fiction are bringing new depth and complexity to the genre by engaging with feminist theories and
politics. This book maps the intersection of feminism and science fiction through close readings of science
fiction literature by Octavia E. Butler, Richard Calder, and Melissa Scott and the movies The Matrix and the
Alien series.

Patricia Melzer analyzes how these authors and films represent debates and concepts in three areas of
feminist thought: identity and difference, feminist critiques of science and technology, and the relationship
among gender identity, body, and desire, including the new gender politics of queer desires, transgender, and
intersexed bodies and identities. She demonstrates that key political elements shape these debates, including
global capitalism and exploitative class relations within a growing international system; the impact of
computer, industrial, and medical technologies on women's lives and reproductive rights; and posthuman
embodiment as expressed through biotechnologies, the body/machine interface, and the commodification of
desire. Melzer's investigation makes it clear that feminist writings and readings of science fiction are part of
a feminist critique of existing power relations—and that the alien constructions (cyborgs, clones, androids,
aliens, and hybrids) that populate postmodern science fiction are as potentially empowering as they are
threatening.
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From reader reviews:

Dora Vazquez:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation or go to the outside with them family or their
friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or perhaps playing video
games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity that is look different you can read any book. It is
really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can spent the entire day to
reading a e-book. The book Alien Constructions: Science Fiction and Feminist Thought it is quite good to
read. There are a lot of individuals who recommended this book. We were holding enjoying reading this
book. In case you did not have enough space to create this book you can buy often the e-book. You can
m0ore quickly to read this book out of your smart phone. The price is not very costly but this book features
high quality.

Brian Rankins:

In this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability in doing something more are more precious
than other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple way to have that. What you should do is
just spending your time almost no but quite enough to experience a look at some books. Among the books in
the top checklist in your reading list is actually Alien Constructions: Science Fiction and Feminist Thought.
This book that is certainly qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in becoming precious person.
By looking upward and review this publication you can get many advantages.

Jennifer Lorenzo:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a publication we can know
everything we wish. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every year ended
up being exactly added. This guide Alien Constructions: Science Fiction and Feminist Thought was filled
with regards to science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your science competence. Some
people has several feel when they reading the book. If you know how big benefit from a book, you can really
feel enjoy to read a reserve. In the modern era like today, many ways to get book that you simply wanted.

Irving Tarkington:

As a university student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library
or even make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's
spirit or real their passion. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to the library. They go to there but
nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring as well as can't see
colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for you personally. As we know
that on this age, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore , this Alien Constructions: Science Fiction and Feminist Thought can make you
experience more interested to read.
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