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The nature of leadership and the human qualities that promote or obstruct leadership have a long history in
Western thought and remain a central concern in modern societies. Crises in leadership may arise from
human failings or social complexities that defeat or reject those most qualified to lead. David Cawthon
examines classical thinkers to offer a historical and philosophical perspective on the intrinsic qualities of
leadership, and how these qualities are coded into the souls of some, but not others.

Cawthon begins by tracing the ancient roots of the inquiry into character and leadership via Plato and
Aristotle, then turns to the Christian period and the works of St. Thomas Aquinas and St. Augustine. He
discusses how the rise of secular philosophy created an opposition between individualist and collectivist
approaches to leadership: Thomas Hobbes upheld absolute monarchy; John Locke believed in consensual
social contracts; Jean-Jacques Rousseau favored “guided democracy”; Hegel emphasize duty, not
individualism; Marx believed in the proletariat which would rule through party apparatus; and Nietzsche,
rejected everything that came before in favor of the raw will to power by the superman who is clearly,
demonstrably superior.

Cawthon’s historical approach is geared toward extrapolating lessons and examples for contemporary
contexts of leadership. In each chapter he points out the cardinal qualities modern leaders should possess in
politics and in the workplace. Philosophical Foundations of Leadership will be of interest to philosophers,
management specialists, intellectual historians, and students of business and organization.
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From reader reviews:

Alan Castorena:

Now a day people who Living in the era where everything reachable by connect with the internet and the
resources in it can be true or not require people to be aware of each info they get. How a lot more to be smart
in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Reading a book can
help individuals out of this uncertainty Information especially this Philosophical Foundations of Leadership
book as this book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course the info in this book hundred % guarantees
there is no doubt in it everbody knows.

Diana Rush:

Often the book Philosophical Foundations of Leadership has a lot info on it. So when you make sure to read
this book you can get a lot of help. The book was authored by the very famous author. Tom makes some
research just before write this book. That book very easy to read you can obtain the point easily after reading
this article book.

Leslie Jasso:

Can you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Attempt
to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't judge book by its include may doesn't work is
difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the outside appearance
likes. Maybe you answer might be Philosophical Foundations of Leadership why because the amazing cover
that make you consider concerning the content will not disappoint anyone. The inside or content is fantastic
as the outside or cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly assist you to pick up this book.

Ann Conley:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. This specific book Philosophical Foundations of Leadership was
bright colored and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book Philosophical Foundations of
Leadership has many kinds or variety. Start from kids until teens. For example Naruto or Private investigator
Conan you can read and think you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all of book usually are make
you bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun and loosen up. Try to choose the best book for you personally
and try to like reading which.
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