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In the immediate aftermath of the creation of Bangladesh in 1971, an armed struggle ensued in its remote
south-eastern corner. The hill people in the Chittagong Hill Tracts, more commonly referred to as paharis,
demanded official recognition, and autonomy, as the indigenous people of the Tracts. This demand for
autonomy was primarily based on the claim that they were ethnically distinct from the majority ‘Bengali’
population of Bangladesh, and thereby needed to protect their unique identity.

This book challenges the general perception within existing scholarship that indigenous claims coming from
the Tracts are arecent and contemporary phenomenon, which emerged with the founding of the Bangladesh
state. By analysing the processes of colonisation in the Chittagong Hill Tracts, the author argues that
identities of distinct ethnicity and tradition predate the creation of Bangladesh, and first began to evolve
under British patronage. It is asserted that claims to indigeneity must be understood as an outcome of
prolonged and complex processes of interaction between hill peoples— largely the Hill Tracts elites— and the
Ra.

Using hitherto unexplored archival sources, Indigenous Identity in South Asia sheds new light on how the
concepts of ‘territory’, and of a‘ peopleindigenousto it’ came to be forged and poaliticised. By showing afar
deeper historical lineage of claims making in the Tracts, it adds a new dimension to existing studies on
Bangladesh’ s borders and its history. The book will also be a key resource for scholars of South Asian
history and poalitics, colonial history and those studying indigenous identity.
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From reader reviews:
BarbaraHarp:

The experience that you get from Indigenous Identity in South Asiaz Making Claimsin the Colonial
Chittagong Hill Tracts (Routledge Advancesin South Asian Studies) could be the more deep you excavating
the information that hide into the words the more you get thinking about reading it. It doesn't mean that this
book is hard to recognise but Indigenous Identity in South Asiac Making Claimsin the Colonia Chittagong
Hill Tracts (Routledge Advancesin South Asian Studies) giving you thrill feeling of reading. The writer
conveys their point in certain way that can be understood by anyone who read it because the author of thise-
book is well-known enough. This kind of book also makes your current vocabulary increase well. That
makes it easy to understand then can go with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We suggest
you for having this Indigenous Identity in South Asias Making Claimsin the Colonial Chittagong Hill Tracts
(Routledge Advances in South Asian Studies) instantly.

Angela Drew:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information today can get by anyone at everywhere. The
information can be a expertise or any news even restricted. What people must be consider whenever those
information which isinside the former life are challenging be find than now could be taking seriously which
oneis suitable to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you have the unstable resource
then you have it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All those possibilities will
not happen inside you if you take Indigenous Identity in South Asia: Making Claims in the Colonial
Chittagong Hill Tracts (Routledge Advancesin South Asian Studies) as the daily resource information.

Mary Bolinger:

Indigenous Identity in South Asia: Making Claimsin the Colonial Chittagong Hill Tracts (Routledge
Advancesin South Asian Studies) can be one of your basic books that are good idea. All of us recommend
that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary that can increase your knowledge in words, easy
to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the information. The writer giving his’her effort to put
every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing Indigenous Identity in South Asia: Making Claimsin the
Colonia Chittagong Hill Tracts (Routledge Advancesin South Asian Studies) yet doesn't forget the main
level, giving the reader the hottest along with based confirm resource details that maybe you can be
considered one of it. This great information could drawn you into new stage of crucial pondering.

Roger Cooper:

Reading a book to become new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to study a book. When you
go through a book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your
knowledge, due to the fact book has alot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on
what forms of book that you have read. If you need to get information about your examine, you can read



education books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, these kinds of us
novel, comics, aswell as soon. The Indigenous Identity in South Asia: Making Claims in the Colonial
Chittagong Hill Tracts (Routledge Advancesin South Asian Studies) will give you new experiencein
studying a book.
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